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File: IKEB

ACCELERATION

The Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) School Board is dedicated to the total and
continuous development of each student and intends for each student to attain the highest level of
individual achievement possible.

The curriculum and schedules of all ACPS schools provide flexibility for placing or scheduling
students into subjects normally considered above their grade level. The need for acceleration is
assessed based on evidence of ability, past academic achievement, and social and emotional
development. Decisions are collaboratively made by the school counselor, school administrator,
school team, the individual student, and their parent/guardian.

Underage students who meet specific criteria may be placed in first grade.

When a student below the ninth grade successfully completes courses offered for credit in grades
9-12, the credit is counted toward meeting the standard units required for graduation, provided
the courses are equivalent in content and academic rigor as those courses offered at the
secondary level. To earn a verified unit of credit for these courses, students below the ninth
grade level must meet the same requirements applicable to other students.

In any high school credit-bearing course taken in middle school, a parent may request that ACPS
omit the grade from the student’s transcript and the student not earn high school credit for the
course. The parent/guardian shall make such request in the format and by the deadline set forth
by the Superintendent.

Adopted: January 9, 1997
Amended: July 1, 2005
Amended: June 9, 2011
Amended: January 22, 2015
Amended: June 22, 2017

Legal Ref.:  Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, § 22.1-78
8 VAC 20-131-50
8 VAC 20-131-90
22 VAC 40-180-10

Cross Ref.:  IGBB Programs for Gifted Students
IKE Academic Promotion and Retention
IKE-R Academic Promotion and Retention Regulations
IKEB-R Underage Placement in First Grade
JO Student Records
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ACCELERATIONREGUEATIONS-UNDERAGE PLACEMENT IN FIRST GRADE
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The Code of Virginia requires that a child must be five years old by September 30" to enter
kindergarten for that school year. This date also applies to potential underage placement into first
grade. Accordingly, children younger than five years old by September 30" will not be enrolled
in ACPS.

If a student meets the criteria for consideration for underage grade one placement (including the
age criteria discussed above), the parents/guardian of that student may request that their child be
considered for underage grade one placement during the spring of the year which precedes the
child’s admission for kindergarten. This provides adequate time for the placement process to be
completed as follows:
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129 The parent(s)/guardian(s) must:

130 a. Complete the Alexandria City Public School (ACPS) registration form;

131 b. Provide the following documentation regarding the child’s kindergarten experience:

132 e Ifachild has been attending a private or public kindergarten:

133 i.  Provide a recommendation from the kindergarten teacher that references the
134 child’s intellectual, physical, emotional and social development;

135 ii.  Provide a minimum of four samples of the child’s work in kindergarten, if
136 available. (Samples should be varied in content);

137 iii.  Provide written reports of the child’s progress from the school to parents, if
138 available. (This includes any available formal evaluations);

139 iv.  Make an appointment for the child’s interview with the principal (and any
140 staff designated by the principal); and

141 v.  Provide testing/aptitude/IQ test results (if available).

142

143 e Ifachild has never attended kindergarten:

144 i. Provide a statement from the parent or guardian describing the child’s
145 intellectual, physical, social, and emotional development;

146 ii. Provide a minimum of four samples of the child’s work demonstrating
147 advanced skills beyond the kindergarten level (samples should be varied in
148 content);

149 iii.  Make an appointment for the child’s interview with the principal (and any
150 staff designated by the principal); and

151 iv.  Provide testing/aptitude/IQ test results (if available).

152

153 The principal will:

154 a. Arrange for informal testing for the child being considered for underage placement. This
155 may include an ability test administered individually by the school psychologist, end of
156 kindergarten math assessment, a writing sample, appropriate spelling and reading
157 assessments normally given by the Division, and/or the Phonological Awareness Literacy
158 Screening (PALS) Assessment;

159 b. Review all gathered information;

160 c. Interview the child and make brief observation notes;

161 d. Review all gathered information with school team to make placement decision; and

162 e. Contact the parent(s)/guardian(s) regarding the decision.
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222

223 Within 10 instructional days of notification of the decision, an appeal by the parent/guardian can
224  be made in writing to the Executive Director of Elementary or Secondary Education as
225  appropriate. An appeal can be requested for reconsideration of the results of any part of the
226  acceleration process such as:

227

228 1) The data collection process;

229  2) The proceedings of the convened committee; and

230  3) The written acceleration plan.

231

232 Once the parent/guardian has submitted a letter to the school principal outlining the nature of the
233 concern, they will convene a meeting with the parent/guardian, which may include other school
234  personnel, to discuss the concern.

235

236 The Executive Director of Elementary or Secondary Education as appropriate will issue a written
237  final decision within 30 days of the appeal. This written notice should include the reason for the
238  decision.

239

240  Established: June 22,2017

241

242 Legal Refs.: Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, § 22.1-78
243 8 VAC 20-131-50

244 8 VAC 20-131-90

245 22 VAC 40-180-10

246 Cross Refs.: IGBB Programs for Gifted Students

247 IKE Academic Promotion and Retention
248 IKE-R Academic Promotion and Retention Regulations
249 IKEB Acceleration

250 JO Student Records

251  Academic Ref:—lowaAccelerationSecale; 3™ Edition Form:-A-guide for Whole-Grade
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